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New Zealand Police (via 105 reporting)

21 October 2024
Dear NZ Police,
Re: Possible breaches of Terrorism Suppression Act 2002

1. We are writing to alert you to, and seek your opinion on, possible breaches of the
Terrorism Suppression Act 2002 (The Act).

2. These potential breaches relate specifically to §8 of The Act, and more specifically to
the financing of, or provision of material support for, Hamas - a designated terror
group”.

3. The funding and provision of material support has been laundered through a number
of organisations. Two are of most interest:

UNRWA

a. There is evidence that UNRWA has employed terrorists or supporters, or
supported terror for some time, including:

i In 2004, the Commissioner-General of UNRWA acknowledged that
some of its workers were members of Hamas and said “l don't see
that as a crime”.?

ii. A 2009 report by James Lindsay at the Washington Institute® stated
“...UNRWA has taken very few steps to detect and eliminate terrorists
from the ranks of its staff or its beneficiaries, and no steps at all to
prevent members of terrorist organisations, such as Hamas, from
joining its staff”.

1. Note, James Lindsay was UNRWA'’s senior attorney.

2. Note, 2009 was the year Helen Clark started her administration
role at the United Nations Development Programme and had
the head of UNRWA reporting to her.

iii.  Evidence as far back as October 2004 shows terrorists using UNRWA
ambulances to transport rockets and terrorists hiding in UNRWA
schools.*

iv. A senior UNRWA engineer was exposed as a member of Hamas in
2017°.

' https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/nz-designates-entirety-hamas-terrorist-entity

2 hitps://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canada-examining-contribution-to-un-agency-1.500892

3 https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/media/3434

4 https://www.humanrightsvoices.org/assets/attachments/articles/443 _unrwa_in_the_near_east_links_to_terrorism.pdf
: ism-in " 21168

5

https://www.timesofisrael.com/top-un-staffer-in-gaza-said-elected-to-hamas-leadership/
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v.  The head of UNRWA's employees’ union was exposed as a Hamas
official in 2019°.

vi. In 2021, UNRWA thanked Yahya al-Sinwar - a Hamas terrorist leader -
for his cooperation’.
vii.  Evidence that at least one dozen UNRWA employees played a role in

the Hamas-led attacks of October 07, 20238, including published video
evidence® and an admission from UNRWA'C.

viii.  Evidence that approximately 10% of the 12,000 UNRWA staff in Gaza
are members of terror groups™'2.

ix. InFebruary 2024, a Hamas server farm was discovered directly
underneath the UNRWA headquarters, with power cables linked into
the UNRWA building™.

Xx.  Apartments bought by UNRWA in Gaza were registered in the name
of Hamas military leader Mohammed Deif's wife. Apartments of
Mohammed Sinwar, Hamas head Yahya Sinwar's brother, were found
to be received from UNRWA and then rented to Palestinians,
according to rental contracts™.

Xi. In June 2024, UNRWA reinstated the employment of Fateh al-Sharif'®,
who is a member of Hamas and an open supporter of terror'®.

xii.  Three more UNRWA staff members have recently been named as
also being members of Hamas"’.

‘Palestine Children’s Relief Fund’ (PCRF)
b. There is a long history of PCRF connections with Hamas, including:

i. A United States Department of Justice bulletin in 2003 stating that “the
unofficial HAMAS website...contained a hyperlink to the official
HAMAS site, as well as to several United States-based charities,
including...the Palestinian Children’s Relief Fund.”*®

6 https://israelbehindthenews.com/2019/06/27/exposed-hamas-has-a-sleeper-cell-inside-unrwa/
7 httg§ /twitter.com/koningsveld/status/1400363171542614025

9 https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/released-hostage-saw-bibas-father-behind-bars-in-gaza-cage-qw0dc7dl

de8f36
2 hitps https: [[govextra gov. |I{mda(unrwa{terror-lmk

18 https://www. |ust|ce qov/S|tes/defau|t/f||es/usao/leqacv/2006/02/14/usab5104 pdf
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ii. PCREF lists partners' that include Hamas-affiliates such as Al-Falah
Society?, Islamic Zakat Society?!, and Taawon?.

iii. In Gaza, the PCRF runs the paediatric cancer unit inside Al-Rantisi
Children’s Hospital. During fighting in the Gaza Strip, the Israeli
military claimed to have found that hospital housed “a Hamas
command and control centre?® and may have been used to hold
hostages.” Weapons caches were also found®*.

iv.  PCREF job positions and news about PCRF are reported extensively in
Hamas’s own media outlet, Felesteen News?.
4. It should be noted that there are cases against UNRWA and funders of UNRWA
around the world for complicity in terror, including:
a. Against the government of Canada?®.
Against senior UNRWA officials in the United States?’.
Against an organisation that fundraised for UNRWA in the United States®.
A case to stop the United States government’s ongoing funding of UNRWA?Z°,
Claims that France’s funding of UNRWA is illegal®.
Against the Canadian government decision to fund UNRWA?3',
5. The above information regarding the terror links of UNRWA and PCRF are publicly
available and easily found with a simple internet search. It would also seem to be a
basic concern for anyone sending money to any area which is controlled by a terror

organisation that their funds might end up supporting terror. Thus not conducting a
simple internet search, or more detailed analysis, would seem reckless.

6. The Act excludes provision for humanitarian support to satisfy basic needs. UNRWA
does provide some basic needs, though they also provide "microfinance” loans for
entrepreneurial activities® and the majority of their budget is devoted to education®
which is not listed as a basic need in the interpretation of The Act®.

- ® oo 0T

http://graduateinstitute.ch/files/live/sites/iheid/files/sites/ccdp/shared/Docs/Publications/WP9 Gaza%20Zakat%200rganizations
EN %2020Feb2012.pdf

2 https://www.jpost.com/middle- east/artlcle 754277

23 .

https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel-at-war/1699910490-idf-spokesperson-says-evidence-shows-israeli-hostages-were-held-

at-al-rantisi-hospital-in-gaza
25

% hitps://unwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/T-722-24-Notice-of-Application-certified-copy.pdf
27 hitps://unwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/001-UNRWAComplaint.pdf
2 httgs [lunwatch. org{wg-contenyuQloads[2024[03[UNRWA -USA-Complaint.Stamped.pdf

https://www.cija.ca/canadian_families_of hamas_victims _and cija_are taking the canadian_government to court over its d
ecision_to_resume_funding_for_unrwa

%2 hitps://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/microfinance
33 . N

3 https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/0034/latest/whole.htmi#DLM152400
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7. There are New Zealand organisations and individuals that have fundraised for
UNRWA and/or PCRF. These include:

a. The New Zealand government, via the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade®’;
b. The Palestine Solidarity Network Aotearoa®®;

c. Helen Clark®;

d. Atrtists for Palestine, including Chlée Swarbrick®; and

e. The Made in Palestine Exhibition®°.

8. Given the above, we urge you to investigate the possible breaches of the Terror
Suppression Act 2002 and we would welcome your opinion on the above.

Sincerely,

David Cumin
Director
Israel Institute NZ

35

NUDRS. d
B5LS6BQMU424ASM/a
https://www.psna.nz/where-to-donate-for-palestine

37 hitps://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/morningreport/audio/2018923946/helen-clark-on-unrwa-funding
38

36
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